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AIM
The project aims to gather and promote the experience of people living with viral hepatitis. This
has not been sufficiently highlighted to either policymakers or the general public, in contrast for
example to HIV. This innovative project aims to support the prioritization and effectiveness of the
viral hepatitis response in selected countries with high burdens of viral hepatitis.

CONTEXT
Hepatitis B Virus (HBV) and Hepatitis C Virus (HCV) contribute substantially to global morbidity
and mortality. More than 325 million globally are affected by viral Hepatitis B and C, which is 10
times larger than the global HIV epidemic. Every hour, over 150 people die of viral hepatitis
related liver diseases, including liver cirrhosis and hepatocellular carcinoma1. People in lowand middle-income countries (LMICs) are most affected by the two viral hepatitis2. Africa and
Western Pacific Region bear more than 42% of the world’s deaths caused by hepatitis3.
To address above challenges, public engagement is important for raising awareness of hepatitis,
generating community-centered solutions, and informing messages to spur policy change.
Nevertheless, the public voice is often ignored, and powerful human stories of viral hepatitis are
missed.
Innovative strategies are needed to better engage the public, especially people living with or
affected by chronic hepatitis in those regions with a high burden of hepatitis B and C.
Crowdsourcing may provide an opportunity to help improve public participation and awareness.
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Crowdsourcing shifts traditionally individual tasks to large groups often through challenge
contests.
By involving the public in multiple stages, such as on steering committees and creating
submissions, challenge contests improve public ownership and may help design people-centered
health services.

ACTION
The recipient will conduct a global crowdsourcing challenge contest to solicit stories of people
affected by viral hepatitis and infographics describing the impact of HBV/HCV.
The project aims to address two key problems: low public awareness of viral hepatitis and lack of
high-level strategies targeting viral hepatitis and its related diseases, especially during this
unusual COVID-19 pandemic which may pose additional risks to the community.
The project has three phases:
• A global crowdsourcing challenge contest will be held to identify exceptional stories,
images, videos and infographics; through engaging the general public, patients diagnosed
with HBV/HCV and at-risk sub-groups, to solicit stories that portray reality of living with
hepatitis and infographics that illustrate the local burden, gaps in hepatitis care delivery,
and economic impact.
• Analyzing solicited data to identify barriers to viral hepatitis prevention and care
provision, and locally appropriate solutions; incorporating COVID-19 related themes;
• Multisectoral workshops will be held to celebrate excellent submissions, share problems
and solutions, and spur actions

EXPECTED RESULTS
At the end of the funding period, the project aims to increase community engagement via soliciting
personal stories from people living with hepatitis. The project will raise awareness of the
limitations of access to diagnosis and treatment for people living with hepatitis and therefore
stimulate interests of leaders in policy changes and/or in generating anti-hepatitis action plans in
selected high-burden countries.

CATALYTIC IMPACT
Through engaging key groups affected by hepatitis, working closely with local civil groups and
policy makers, the project will catalyze local ownership of hepatitis programs and build capacity
for advocacy at regional and national levels. The mentorship program will provide opportunities
for further in-country discussions surrounding evidence-based policy changes.

