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Questions and Answers Regarding EndHep2030’s Call for Proposals  
(Updated 3 April 2019) 

Availability of EndHep2030 Technical Assistance 
 
Q: How may we receive technical assistance from EndHep2030? 
A: EndHep2030 does not provide direct technical assistance. 
 

Eligibility and Partnerships 
 
Q: Can one LOI for an organization include multiple countries? As a large university we have many 
programs that fall under the university, including in different countries. I noted that there is now a 
question regarding this to some extent; however, it says that the offices must be independently 
managed. What does this mean. Does this mean the funds would have to go to each country office to 
be managed independent of the university?  
A: You are correct that an organization may submit an LOI for activities that would be carried out in 
multiple countries. Alternatively, we would also consider separate LOIs for each country if your university 
had independently managed offices in multiple countries and each of the country offices wanted to 
independently submit an LOI. What we seek to avoid is a single organization administrative unit 
submitting multiple LOIs under a single track. 
 
Q: Two different Country Offices are very interested to apply for the current EndHep2030 Call for 
Proposals, under the two different focus areas Track 2. Can two separate country offices be defined as 
two different organizations, and therefore both submit LOIs for Track 2? The funds would be held in 
different countries, led by different teams, and conducted according to each country program’s 
strategy. 
A: For the purposes of this announcement, we will consider the independently managed country offices 
to be distinct (i.e., separate) organizations and, therefore, we will accept the submission of separate 
LOIs. 
 
Q: Your recently updated FAQs mention that this opportunity is open to organizations in low- and 
middle-income countries. Is it also open to high income country-based organizations?  
A: You are correct that we will accept letters of intent from organizations based in high-income 
countries, however, we expect the activities to be funded will be conducted in low- and middle-income 
countries. Please note that among the Track 2 project proposals, preference will be given to projects 
serving populations in Asia and sub-Saharan Africa.   

  
Q: I understand that the lead applicant can only submit one letter of intent for each track. Will you 
accept multiple letters of intent from the same organization, though with different leads?  
A: For this inaugural set of grants, we would like to support a range of organizations, therefore, we will 
only accept one letter of intent per track from the same organization. 
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Q: May a lead applicant for a letter of intent be included as a team member or partner for another 
letter of intent? And, if both letters of intent successfully lead to invitations for proposals, will the 
lead applicant continue to be eligible as a team member or partner on the second proposal?  
A: As part of our proposal review criteria, we will consider organizational capability and capacity, as well 
as how partners are effectively engaged in the proposed project approach. Therefore, it would be 
helpful to know that partners have sufficient organizational capability and capacity to effectively 
participate in all of the projects for which they’ve been identified as prospective partners. 
 
Q: If we are considering applying for both Track 1 and 2 in the current RFP with LOIs due April 5th - 
can we submit two LOI's - one for each track? 
A: Yes, you may submit two LOIs, one for each track.  
 
Q: Is an annual budget of $3 million required of all potential applicants? 
A: No. To help ensure that an organization has sufficient capacity to carry out proposed activities, we 
initially established a requirement that an organization have an annual budget of at least USD 3 million 
and be in good financial standing. Because we seek innovative proposals from a broad range of 
respondents (i.e., applicants), we have adjusted our eligibility criteria to as follows:   

 Have demonstrated success in carrying out similar or related efforts 
 Have strong working relationships with host governments and other partners and/or a clear plan 

for developing and maintaining such relationships 
 Have an annual budget of at least twice the amount of the grant funds requested and be in good 

financial standing* 
 Are able to fulfill required due diligence requirements (see description below) 
 Are able to launch project activities within 90 days of receiving project funds 

  
*If a deficit exists in either of the two previous fiscal years, include a letter signed by the Chief Executive 
Officer/Director outlining the reason for the deficit and corrective action taken to overcome it. 
 
Q: Our annual budget does not meet the minimum amount required. However, we are partnered with 
organizations that have such a budget. Can we apply as joint collaborators for this grant? 
A: Yes, you may apply jointly as long as the official respondent (applicant) meets the minimum budget 
requirement, which has now been revised: The annual budget must be of at least twice the amount of 
the grant funds requested and be in good financial standing.  
 
In the response, it would be helpful to know how you and your joint collaborators are addressing the 
review criteria regarding organizational capability and capacity: 

 How has the organization demonstrated its ability to address the elimination of viral hepatitis? 
 Do the Project Lead and team have the skills to carry out the proposed activities? 
 Do they demonstrate the commitment and leadership needed to transition ideas to scale?  
 How are partners effectively engaged in the approach?    

 
Q: Will EndHep2030 accept letters of intent from governmental entities? 
A: Yes, EndHep2030 will accept letters of intent from governmental entities as long as the proposed 
grant funds would be used for charitable purposes. 
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Q: Could you confirm whether this grant is open to public health agencies and health care providers in 
low- and middle-income countries? 
A: This grant is open to organizations in low- and middle- income countries, including public health 
agencies and health care providers; however, grants cannot be made to individuals. Please also be 
aware that among the Track 2 project proposals, preference will be given to projects serving populations 
in Asia and sub-Saharan Africa. 
 
Q: We are currently working on hepatitis projects with another organization. Can we list them as a 
partner? 
A: When we consider organizational capability and capacity, we are interested in how your partners are 
effectively engaged in the proposed project approach. We defer to you to decide which organizations 
should be identified as partners and how their engagement should be described. 
 
Q: If we apply as joint partners, would only the prime applicant have to submit their tax information, 
or would EndHep2030 want both tax returns? 
A: We are interested in the tax information for the prime applicant only. 

 
Proposed Uses of Grant Funds 

Q: We would like to submit an application that would combine “Harnessing the Power of Data….” 
along with “Identifying Approaches for accelerating the testing….”.  Would we be able to combine the 
purposes of the 2 tracks in this way? 
A: To enable us to review your proposed approach compared to others’ submissions, please submit a 
Letter of Intent specific to a single track. 
 
Q: We would be addressing viral hepatitis in a state in the U.S.  It is a portion of the country but could 
be scaled up.  Would this be eligible, or would you prefer a country-wide initiative? 
A: While we appreciate the need to address viral hepatitis elimination efforts, including in the United 
States, please be aware that our intent is to support activities that will be conducted in low- and middle-
income countries. Among the Track 2 project proposals, preference will be given to projects serving 
populations in Asia and sub-Saharan Africa. 
 
Q: To implement our proposed solution, we plan to partner with a subcontractor to help carry out a 
portion of the work. Are we able to apply the indirect rate of 15%, referenced as an allowable indirect 
rate ceiling in your RFP guidelines, to the subcontractor costs as well as all other direct costs to fulfill 
the work proposed?  
A: You may apply an indirect rate of up to 15% to qualifying subcontractor costs. Please note that the 
indirect cost rate proposed in the budget should not exceed the grantee’s or the subcontractor’s 
respective organizational indirect cost rate. 
 
Q: Similarly, as we have multiple indirect rates that are either higher or lower than the referenced 
indirect cap percentage, can you kindly clarify whether we are able to utilize the 15% indirect rate as 
the maximum allowed on all direct costs? That is, that all combined indirect costs amount to 15% or 
less of all direct costs including subawards? 
A: You are correct that you may use the 15% indirect rate as the maximum allowed on applicable direct 
costs. Because organizations’ policies may vary, we do not assume that all direct costs would be subject 
to an indirect cost rate, including subcontractor costs.  
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Q: Is EndHep2030 interested in demonstration projects that could be used as models for scale up or if 
its preference is to fund at-scale projects? 
A: While we are interested in providing grants for both types of demonstration projects (i.e., models for 
scale up and at-scale projects), we recognize that supporting some types of at-scale projects may be 
challenging given funding limitations. 

Q: Are applicants required to apply for both segments (“Saving lives by promoting maternal, newborn, 
and child health” and “Identifying approaches for accelerating the testing of populations for hepatitis 
to identify those persons who have chronic infection and linking them to appropriate care”) of Track 
2? 
A: Applicants are not required to propose activities for both of the so-called ‘segments’ under Track 2. 

Q: Should projects for the Track 2 segments (outlined in the previous question) address both hepatitis 
B and hepatitis C?  
A: Track 2 activities should address hepatitis B and/or hepatitis C; there is not a requirement to address 
both hepatitis B and hepatitis C. With respect to the activities related to Saving lives by promoting 
maternal, newborn, and child health, we are primarily interested in hepatitis B-related approaches. 

Q: Does EndHep2030 have any guidelines or expectations regarding the breakdown of funding and 
priority between each segment of Track 2? 
A: No. We have not established any guidelines or expectations regarding the breakdown of funding 
and/or priorities among Track 2 activities. 
 
Q: Does the funding envelope identified for Track 2 in the call for proposals include the procurement 
of test kits and/or medicines?  
A: You are correct that the anticipated funding awards available for Track 2 include the procurement of 
diagnostic test kits, medicines, and vaccines. There is no separate or additional funding available from 
EndHep2030 to support the purchase of necessary commodities. 
 
Q: Is a clinical trial something which you would be interested in supporting under Track 2? If so, is it as 
much of a priority as other types of Track 2 activities? 
A: Among potential Track 2 activities, we have not identified any higher or lower priority activities. We 
are interested in a broad range of activities that will accelerate the elimination of hepatitis B and C, 
including clinical trials.  
 
Please consider our eligibility and proposal review criteria, as well as rights and assurances, including the 
following points: 

 Organizations are able to launch project activities within 90 days of receiving project funds 
 Awardees will assure that all ethical, legal, and regulatory approvals are obtained before any 

relevant project work is initiated 
 Is the project scientifically / technically sound and feasible for the proposed grant funding level 

and timeline? 
 Does the approach and budget represent an efficient use of resources? 

 
Q: May funds be used to provide support / technical assistance to others? 
A: Yes, funds may be used to provide support / technical assistance to others. Please keep in mind the 
factors that will be taken into consideration when the proposals are formally reviewed, including though 
not limited to the following examples of the proposal review criteria: 

 How are partners effectively engaged in the approach 
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 Does the plan reflect an understanding of the conditions on the ground? 
 How bold, novel and/or a departure from incremental improvements is the innovation over (i.e., 

compared) to current approaches? 
 Does the proposal describe how the project may be feasibly implemented, sustained and 

financially supported in the target population/area? 
 

Submission Requirements 
 

Q: Regarding the budget summary for the LOI, other than the overall expected budget do we need to 
provide major expense categories or also costs linked to the major categories? 
A: For the Letter of Intent, we are only asking for the budget summary, including whether / what items 
are part of a larger project cost. Some information regarding the expected budget would be helpful, 
however we are not specifying a minimum level of detail. 
 
Q: To submit an application, do we need to provide any institutional approval, or supporting letters?  
A: We are not seeking institutional approval and/or supporting letters when Letters of Intent are 
submitted. We expect supporting letters to accompany invited proposals. With respect to institutional 
approval, as noted in the Rights and Assurances section of the Call for Proposals: “Awardees will assure 
that all ethical, legal, and regulatory approvals are obtained before any relevant project work is 
initiated.”  

Q: For the Letter of Intent, does the two-page limit include references?  
A: We realize that there are two types of references -- citations and endorsements. For the Letter of 
Intent, citations may be included as endnotes and would not be included in the two-page limit. We are 
not seeking endorsements when Letters of Intent are submitted. Endorsements should accompany 
invited proposals and will be excluded from the maximum proposal length. 
 
Q: What is the deadline for submitting a Letter of Intent? 
A: The deadline for submitting Letters of Intent is 6:00 pm GMT on Friday, April 5, 2019. 
 
Q: Should the due diligence documentation be submitted with the Letter of Intent? 
A: The due diligence documentation should be submitted along with the invited proposal -- not with the 
Letter of Intent. 
 


